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DECREASE THE ACTIVITY OF 



MICROSOMAL PROSTAGLANDIN E 
SYNTHASE OR HEMATOPOIETIC 
PROSTAGLANDIN D SYNTHASE 



REPLY TO RESTRICTION REQUIRE] 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O, Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

In response to the Office Action mailed December 5, 2005, the shortened period of 
response set at one-month. Applicants reply to the Restriction Requirement by electing the 
second Group 11 with traverse. The Office Action characterized Group 11 as drawn to screening 
compounds thai decrease activity of PG synthase "comprising SEQ ID NO: 4.** Applicants 
respectfully point out that this characterization of the claim scope is inaccurate and improper. 
The detection method detects the analyte (PGD2 and/or PGE^) independent of the specific 
sequence of the enzyme. Any process that changes the PG precursor substrate to die desu'ed PG 
product is appropriate for the assay method. Notably, only claims 5, 22-26 and 28 recite SEQ 
ID NO; 4. Thus Applicants respectfully assert that an election of species is more proper than a 
Requirement for Restriction. Accordingly, to expedite prosecution, Applicants elect as a 
species SEQ ID NO: 4. Applicants further traverse the Restriction Requirement on the basis that 
die Office Action further mischaracterizes the inventiotl, for example, at page 2, lines 13-18: 

Inventions in group II and I are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they arc not capable of use toge^er and they have different modes 
of operation, different functions, or different effects. In the instant case the 
different inventions, inventions of group I and group 11 are method steps involving 
two prostaglandhi synthases (with distinct antdno acid sequence with different 
structures and functions) and produce different outcomes, 
(citation omitted). 
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Clearly mventions in group 11 and I can be used tog^her and thus are not unrelated. See 
for example, the specification, page 11, lines 14-21 where ^'fluorescence label" is discussed. 
The use of two or more of the various labels (or other selected labels not listed) allows the 
skilled artisan to monitor multiple compounds with different emission spectra. Thus in a single 
assay the skilled artisan is able to determine whcflier a compound or agent modulates activity 
for as many enzymes as enzymes and labels are present. 

While specific synthases may produce specific PGs and the PGs may produce different or 
distinguishable outcomes, the present invention is not dkected to those outcomes. Rather the 
present invention is directed to e,g„ **evaluating the ability of compounds or agents to decrease 
or inhibit the activity of a prostaglandm synthase*^ Specification, page 8, lines 16-18. 
Consequently, the present invention e.g., allows td^tification of" a compound or agent that may 
have plications in treating pain, inflammation, fever, or a combination thereof in a subject." 
Specification, page 8, lines 4-5. Whether the inventioin is practiced using e.g,, a PGD, a PGE 
synthase or a mixture of synthases, the outcome is the same, identification of candidates for use 
in mediating synthase activity and thereby modifjrfaig an inflammatory, pain or other PGD or 
PGE mediated response. 

Thus the inventions of groups II and I do not relate to recognized divergent subject 
matter, cannot be said to have acquired a separate status in the art, and clearly cannot be said to 
be distinct Aooordfagly, Applicants respectfiilly assert that restriction for examination purposes 
Is improper. However, as stated above. Applicants do not traverse this action if interpreted as an 
election of species requirement and have elected Group -Q (2d) in this context. 

To emphasize the independence of the invendon flpom specific SEQ ID N0$ Applicants 
provide an amended set of claims. 

Amended claims begin on page 3. 

Accompanjdng remarks begin on page 9. 
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